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                                                        Testimony  by  AAC 
 

This testimonial statement In Support  of SCR 108 is by AAC a Professional Environmental 
Compliance Contracting Firm voluntarily representing the following 3 Non-Profit 501(c) entities as 
follows who support SCR 108 ; 

  
1) NASBP Naval Air Station Barbers Point Museum. 

 
2) SCCA -Sports Car Club of America Hawaii region.  

  
3) University of Hawaii Manoa RWR Rainbow Warriors SAE Formula 1 Car Race Team. 

 

                       AAC is a Regulatory Consulting Company (established 1988) in excellent business standings 
HCE /Hi Pro compliant, licensed in the State of Hawaii specializing in complicated Environmental Compliance 
issues. 

 

                            WHEREAS, In the past 30 years the City has subsidized and funded Billions for non-revenue 
generating Recreation Public use of Skateboard parks, Swimming-pools, Soccer fields, Basketball courts, 
Football Fields, Multi-purpose Gyms, Archery and Shooting ranges, Baseball fields, Tennis courts, Dog parks, 
Volleyball Courts, Sand Volleyball, Botanical Gardens, and Golf courses and driving ranges. It is demonstrably 
clear that the City of Honolulu has neglected the needs and considerations to accommodate the motorsports 
community of Oahu with a Motorsports Park Facility and actively discriminates against the needs of taxpaying 
motorsports fans on the Island of Oahu by subsidizing every other conventional sport and park. Currently city is 
discussing a $70 million dollar project to restore the Natatorium for the 3rd time and possibly building a Ferris 
wheel at Ala Moana Beach park with taxpayers money.                    

 
           On behalf of 1) NASBP, 2) SCCA -Hawaii region and 3) UH Manoa RWR, we support Res 108 
for the use of the 220 Acres property involved, for the purpose of Restoring  the Post 1945 Ewa 
Airfield  (Non-Historical Preserved -Area) West portion of the existing Ewa Air field  Battlefield  Asphalt 
Air Strips  and runways  located in the 3 City Park Pending Parcels (lots 20,44, and portion of 43). 
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We support this resolution for the Restoration of the existing 1945 Configuration Asphalt 

Airstrips property, labeled SCR 108 Area to be used as;  
 

1) Historical Film Park and Civil Defense Landing Zone Support use for the Barbers 
Point Naval Air Museum (Hawaii Flying Museum) and Kalaeloa Airport. 

                                                & 
2) Motorsports Public Park Use of restored airstrips by SCCA Hawaii and training for 

the UH Rainbow Warrior Race Team 
 
    Protestors of this Motorsports Park will tell you that it is being proposed on the Sacred Historical Landmark 
Preservation land by the National Registry of Historical Places. This is False. The 1941 preservation 
boundaries from the most recent 2016 NPS Report is the Hunt Property and a very small portion of lot 43. 

 
 

Protestors of this Motorsports Park will tell you that Motorsports and Car Racing is sacrilegious and 
inappropriate to be conducted on a Military Air field Landing Strips. This is False.  SCCA (Sports Car Club 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�����E�H�J�D�Q���L�Q���W�K�H�����������¶�V���Z�L�W�K���U�D�F�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���V�D�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���U�X�Q�Z�D�\�V���D�Q�G���D�L�U�I�L�H�O�G�V������������ 

                                                            3 

�?��



 
SCCA racing events were held in this locations Airfields from the 1940 up to year 2000 
with SCCA Hawaii Region. The cover of Hot Rod Magazine above features Naval Aviator Harvey Haller 
stationed at Barbers Point on the Ewa Airfield runways with his race car. 

    .        
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As stated in SCR 108 , the 1999 City Application to the National Parks Service stated that SCCA events 
were held on this exact location. 
 

 
           FROM NPS application of 1999; 
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Protestors of this Motorsports Park will tell you that a Motorsports and Car Racing will be noisy and would be 
a environment noise issue and would disturb and be a concern to the residents and businesses in the 
vicinity. This is FALSE. The location is at the end of the Kalaeloa Airport and under the Landing Path of 
Honolulu Airport. 
 
Only 30 seconds  away on the same street, a private track KRP Kalaeloa Raceway Park on DHHL land  was 
in operation from 2010 to 2014. The State of Hawaii Dept of Health Noise enforcement issued a letter that 
during its operation there has  NEVER been a Noise Complaint . 
 

              
 
 
 
Today SCCA of Hawaii holds car racing events at Aloha Stadium when the Aloha Stadium parking lot is 
available, which is very scarce and limited. This is a residential area and there has never been a Noise 
complaint from SCCA racing ever. Aloha Stadium Manager Mr. Scott L. Chan has provided a letter of 
reference of SCCA  that there has never been a no noise complaints ever been made from SCCA events. 
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�O�R�F�D�W�H�G�R�I�I�&�R�U�D�O�6�H�D�5�R�D�G��
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�)�R�U�P�R�U�H�W�K�D�Q���� �\�H�D�U�V���W�K�H�6�S�R�U�W�V�&�D�U�&�O�X�E�R�I�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�K�D�V�E�H�H�Q�R�Q�H�R�I�R�X�U�Y�D�O�X�H�G�D�Q�G
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���-�/�O�D�!�I�„�I�B�$�-
�6�F�R�W�W�/�� �&�K�D�Q
�6�W�D�G�L�X�P�0�D�Q�D�J�H�U



 
 
      Protestors of this Motorsports Park will tell you that the State and the City Counties of Hawaii should not 
support and does not support Motorsports facilities at all.   This is FALSE. 
 
 Neighbor island Raceway parks receive 2 to 3 Million dollars of State money for Capital improvements 
Support, BUT zero goes to Oahu motorsports.                           

  

            

 

Protestors of this Motorsports Park will tell you land on Oahu is scarce and is a high demand and a premium 
�I�R�U���R�S�H�Q���J�U�H�H�Q���S�O�D�\���I�L�H�O�G�V���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���D���³���6�S�R�U�W�V���&�R�P�S�O�H�[���³���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���P�R�U�H��
conventional sport ball parks and NOTHING  for Motorsports . 

 
Governor David Ige in Sept 2018 approved the purchase of 3,000 acres �L�Q���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���2�D�K�X�¶�V��Helemano area to 
provide the residents of Oahu more conventional sports and open field s and parks space . 
The subject property of SCR 108 is dry arid land property located in an airport crash zone between a Airport 
and a Sewer Plant is more optimal and suitable for Motorsports Recreational Park Use. 
 
The City and County of Honolulu Department of Parks and Recreation in May 31,2011 issued a letter to the  
National Parks Service and concluded the development of a  Sports Complex/ Athletic Health Fitness Training 
Center on that property is NOT ECONOMICALLY FEASIBLE  , and deleted such proposal from the original 
1999 application to acquire the land . 
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The City Council 9-0 has unanimously approved Resolution 18 -73 requiring the City and County of Honolulu 
to Facilitate the Develop ment  a Motorsports Raceway Park on Oahu , and Unanimously finds that the need 
for an Oahu raceway park or racetrack is urgent, longstanding, and a matter of public safety;  therefore,  

 

                                                  We support SCR 108 

 

 
 

This Testimony has been Prepared By:     _________________________________ 
                                                                             Li Cobian    of   AAC 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
AAC is a Regulatory Consulting Company (established 1988) in excellent business standings 

HCE /Hi Pro compliant, licensed in the State of Hawaii specializing in complicated Environmental 
Compliance issues ranging from EPA Regulated Hazardous Materials issues, Lead, PCB, Asbestos 
and EPA RCRA metals contaminated soils to erosion control, Construction and Engineering BMP, 
EA/EIS and land use ordinances at the State and Federal Level. Current Projects and Clients of AAC 
include Federal Department of Defense, Pearl Harbor/ Navy, Hickam Airforce Base, US Army Schofield 
Barracks, US Coast Guard, and the State of Hawaii. AAC has the professional licensed capacity, with 
�������\�H�D�U�V�¶���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� to address complex regulatory environmental or historical issues pertaining to 
this property on behalf of the Non-Profit entities represented. 
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SCR-108 
Submitted on: 3/17/2019 3:40:34 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/22/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Nikola Saban Testifying for Nikola's 
Auto Center LLC 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha my name is Nikola Saban and I am an owner of a car repair shop. I share the 
same views as most repair shops on the island. We would like to built a track for the 
automotive ohana from all walks of life. Since closing of the race track over a decade 
ago, we have begged for something to be done to provide us a facility to enjoy our 
sport.  

  Closing of the race track created an enormous vacuum which caused many small 
business to close doors, as well as families to move off island. However most 
importantly it also closed the doors for legal racing and some people were left with no 
choice but to take it to the streets.  

  Motorsport racing is not just about racing. It involves pride and joy of their race cars. 
People build race cars as passion, some in their garage bonding with their son or 
daughter, some take it to specialized shops and spend their hard earned money to build 
something they are proud of. Motorsport is also extremely competitive so it's natural we 
build race cars to race and challenge other people. Without a race track a person who 
has build a race cars which takes 100s of hours has no way to race it unless he 
chooses the street which is extremely unsafe. Unfortunately the state has left us only 
the later option. This sport brings families together, it builds skill in our youth, sense of 
pride and responsibility.  

  On an economic level I can safely say race track would bring in more income than any 
other ball park. It would provide jobs in automotive industry and many shops such as 
mine would benefit from this. Tourism would benefit as well as there would be a race 
track for millions of cars enthusiasts coming to the island. UH Manoa would have a race 
track so they can be more competitive on a national level. During the old race track we 
had many national events and races that brought in 1000s of spectators from all over 
the world which would benefit a local industry on multiple levels.   Many times we heard 
politicians push our race track agenda just to hit a dead end or fall short on their 
promise after elections.     

You see a race track would certainly improve the economy of the island, family life, 
education and most importantly safety of everyone. It would benefit the children, man 



and women of all age groups. I dont see any better use of this land than for a fun and 
safe playground for all car enthusiasts.    

Nikola Saban  808-391-1146   

 



SCR-108 
Submitted on: 3/17/2019 7:43:50 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/22/2019 2:45:00 PM 
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Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Avery J Tsui  
Testifying for Hawaii 

Region Sports Car Club 
of America  

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Senators, 

  

I'm Avery Tsui. I'm a Senior Administrator Quotations for a large Electrical Equipment 
Distribution company in their Honolulu branch. I'm also the Regional Executive for the 
Hawaii Region of the Sports Car Club of America. 

 
I support SCR 108, requesting a Raceway Park on City Park Property identified in City 
Council Resolution 18-265. 

  

- The area to be used for a raceway park is on 1945 era airstrip property and is outside 
of the 1941 historic Ewa Airfield preservation boundaries. 
- The area is between Kalaeloa Airport and Honouliuli Sewage Treatment Plant. It is hot 
and arid and not well suited to "green park" uses like soccer fields and baseball/softball 
diamonds. 
- Historically, across the nation, the Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) has hosted 
events on military airfields since the 1940's, when General Lemay allowed SCCA use of 
military airfields for SCCA Road Racing. 
- SCCA Hawaii Region has hosted events at the Resolution 18-265 location in the late 
1990's and other locations in the Barber's Point area all the way up to 2014. 
- While noise from motorsports events can be a concern, we have a letter from the State 
Dept of Health stating there have been no noise complaints regarding Kalaeloa 
Raceway Park from 2010-2014, a letter from Aloha Stadium stating there are no noise 
complaints in 16 years for SCCA related events there, and an email from Kualoa Ranch 
stating no noise complaints related to SCCA events which started at the Ranch in 2012. 
- A Raceway Park on Honolulu City Park Land would be a benefit to economic 
development for many businesses. It would be modeled after similar Raceway Parks on 
the Islands of Maui and the Big Island. 
- A Raceway Park will also be a perfect location to promote safe driving skills to the 



general public as well as a safe training location for law enforcement and emergency 
response drivers. Thus promoting public safety. 
 
Thanks for your support, Avery 

Avery Tsui 

Regional Executive 

Hawaii Region Sports Car Club of America 

 



SCR-108 
Submitted on: 3/17/2019 8:22:50 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/22/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Chris Harlow Testifying for SCCA Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

As a nationally recognized motorsports sanctioning body, SCCA Hawaii operates 
following predetermined safety and noise rules in a controlled environment. However, 
while we have a large turnout, with an average of 100 people per event, there are still 
many more people on Oahu that either are not members of SCCA, or do not partake in 
our events.  

I live in Kapolei, and every Friday and Satuday night, I hear illegal streetracing going on 
as they take to either H1 or the streets of Campbell Industrial to compete against one 
another. And of while I don't live on Tantalus/Roundtop drive, I can't help but 
sympathize with those folks. Every time I drive it, I do the speed limit, and have often felt 
like I am in the way as someone treats that road like a private race track.  

While illegal motorsports activities will not stop, and are in fact a part of every car 
culture, I feel like it would be incredibly beneficial to the general population of Oahu if 
there was a venue where people could compete in a safe and controlled manner. And 
while I don't drag race, I think that if any type of motorsports park was established, it 
should at least be a drag strip, as that is representative of the most common and 
dangerous form of illegal motorsports.  

 



SCR-108 
Submitted on: 3/19/2019 2:21:05 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/22/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Leon Clark Testifying for Shade 
Tree Motorsports 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Small businesses located on the island of Oahu that support the automotive industry 
number greatly. This is especially true for the automotive related business on Oahu that 
sell, service or are related to the automotive racing hobby. The track would provide not 
only a safe, controlled and suitable environment for these enthusiasts to learn play and 
practice both hobby and sport; it would provide another stream of revenue for Honolulu 
and the dtate by which more systems, programs and infrastructure can be funded. 
Shade Tree Motorsports is not only supporting the track for the business sense, but also 
for its likely impact of the community that we all operate and live in. 
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Submitted on: 3/17/2019 3:42:52 AM 
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Position  
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Kenneth Whitehead Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in support of a Motorsports complex on Oahu.  Currently there is no 
facilities on Oahu for such activities as Drag racing, circle track racing and various other 
types of Motorsport activities.  

We currently have a generation of young drivers who have not grown up with a 
controlled and safe racing environment. All they know is "Fast and the Furious" and 
"Street Outlaws" , which happens to promote the idea that illegal activities such as 
racing on public roads are acceptable. We who have grown up around organized racing 
know that street racing is wrong and that answering the question of who is faster should 
be settled at the track. 

 It also creates a healthy job market for the industry, which machine shops and 
performance parts stores getting more business. The property could also be used 
during the times when there is no racing for things such as Drivers education 
classes,  cdl training classes as well as a test course for both. Farmers market, police 
driving classes, fire rescue training ( mock vehicle simulations). The uses endless and 
can be utilized by more than just racers if properly executed. During summer nights 
when school is out, the dragstrip can used to build a relationship between the police 
force and the community by having events in which you can Drag race a police car. You 
use the time to encourage and educate safe driving habits, general road safety. You 
build a relationship between the public and the police.  

 We do need a place to race. Mahalo for your time. 

 



In Opposition to SCR 180 and HCR 42 
 
 
Aloha Chair Senator Glenn Wakai, Chair, Senator Brian T. Taniguchi, Vice Chair 
Members of the COMMITTEE ON ENERGY, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND 
TOURISM 
 
Reso SCR 180: EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR A MOTOR VEHICLE RACETRACK OR RACE 
WAY PARK ON OAHU AND REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, 
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND TOURISM, AND THE 
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU TO FACILITATE AND APPROVE ITS 
DEVELOPMENT AT THE CITY PARK PROPERTY IDENTIFIED IN COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
18-265. 
 
Comments on SCR-180.  Save Ewa Field and Kanehili Cultural Hui is opposed to 
this stated resolution and find the supporting race track testimony ridiculous and 
inaccurate relative to the facts. Clearly this is totally misguided hucksterism of the 
blind leading the blind. My testimony will clearly support this in detail. 
 
I have spent a great deal of time fully researching this entire issue and will provide 
information and links to documents refuting the supposed easy availability and 
conversion of the historic MCAS Ewa airbase into a raceway and dragstrip. 
 
John Bond, President, Kanehili Cultural Hui �tSave Ewa Field 
Recognized by US Navy, HART Rail and other Kalaleloa solar PV farm projects in 
the area known historically as �<���v���Z�]�o�]�U���v�}�š�������]�v��traditions for association with the 
�W�o���]�v���}�(���<���µ�‰���Z���U�����v����a place of wandering spirits. It was determined to be a 
�u���i�}�Œ���‰���Œ�š���}�(���š�Z�����^�>���]�v���������l�����µ�Z���v���_���•�‰�]�Œ�]�š���o�����‰�]�v�P���‰�o���������]�v���t���•�š���K���Z�µ�����•��
researched by cultural landscape historic Kepa Maly under a major HART Rail 
contract awarded to SRI.  The area was determined to be National Register 
eligible. This means much greater legal, cultural and environmental site reviews 
and studies for any developer. It is also known for a place of many native and 
migratory birds and source of feathers for royal capes in ancient times.  
 
The EPA, Dept of Health, US FWS, DLNR, etc. will take great interest in any 
development plans for this site. Kanehili is cited in the tradition of �,�]�Z�]���l��-i-ka-
poli-o-Pele historical narratives (Maly, 2012). The area has major native Hawaiian 



history, archeology and cultural sites, including known iwi burials, sinkholes and 
caves throughout the former MCAS Ewa base where promoters want a race track. 
 
The proposed race track drag strip goes directly over the route of the British Royal 
Navy mapped 1825 Malden Trails and there are many burial caves underground.  
In October 11, 2018 the Office of the Mayor letter suggested that the use of  this 
Kalaeloa City Park Pending property for a raceway park, may not meet feasibility 
qualifications and a study is being considered for other uses for this property, 
�d�Z�]�•���]�•�����������µ�•�����š�Z�����D���Ç�}�Œ�[�•���o���Á�Ç���Œ�•���Z���À�����Œ���������š�Z�����E�W�^���>���v���•���š�}���W���Œ�l�•�����������U���Z���À����
seen the Navy land surveys, the Navy BRAC Tuggles archeology reports and other 
important environmental, cultural and historic documents that these clueless 
�Œ�����]�v�P���‰���}�‰�o�������}�v�[�š���Á���v�š���š�}���•�������}�Œ���l�v�}�Á�������}�µ�š�����v�����Z�}�‰�����š�Z���š���‰�}�o�]�š�]���]���v�•���Á�]�o�o���i�µ�•�š��
run it all through WITHOUT ANY CONSIDERATION of FACTS, STUDIES, LAWS, etc. 
 
These fanatics driven by their huckster leader(s) are totally ignorant of: 
Section 106 is the of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) 
The Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979, also referred to as ARPA. 
The State of Hawaii has Chapter 6E, historic preservation laws, Native Hawaiian 
Burial Protection laws, etc. �t Also EA, EIS, AIS and many studies required for this 
site that these rabidly blind racing people are totally CLUELESS ABOUT! 
 

 
 
Many groups have LEGAL STANDING to fight this while race promoters have ZERO 
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All of these and many more will make developing the site for a race track and 
drag strip a LEGAL NIGHTMARE for developers and drag any proposal through 
the courts for many years! No one could ever pick a WORSE SITE for a race track 
drag strip than this location! 
 
There are major national interests in this former base from the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Hawaii State 
Preservation Dept., DLNR, the US Marine Corps Museum, the Navy History and 
Heritage Command, the International Midway Memorial Foundation, and many 
more national groups that these clueless racing fanatics are totally unaware of. 
 
The US Navy commissioned research experts to produce reports on this area: 
Ewa Field CULTURAL LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT, FINAL | February 2016, 
CHAPTER 4 \  ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION, Section 4 �t 3, Statement of 
Significance for 1940�t1949 Period, National Register Criterion A, Area: World 
War II in the Pacific: 
 
Ewa Field derives significance under National Register Criterion A in the area of 
World War II in the Pacific. Archaeological sites at Ewa Field also have the 
potential to yield more information regarding the two principal builders of Ewa 
Field, Contractors Pacific Naval Air Bases (1940-1943) and the Naval Construction 
Battalions (Seabees, 1943-1945). (See also Appendix E). 
 
Clearly the frenzied racing people lead by their huckster promoter pushing for a 
racetrack and drag strip on this property have never seen the National Park 
Service Lands to Parks Deed of Transfer! This is why Mayor Caldwell stated: 
Site �^�u���Ç���v�}�š���u�����š���(�����•�]���]�o�]�š�Ç���‹�µ���o�]�(�]�����š�]�}�v�•�_ for a race track drag strip. 
 
Race Track Supported by Kapolei NB for Kalaeloa Parcel # 9 ONLY -Dec 4, 2018 
But NOT on the Historic Ewa Air Field- This is the ONLY location supported (Parcel 
# 9) - that addressed the concerns of our board leadership and community with 
regards to noise, dust, proximity to homes, and other historic preservation 
concerns. The board voted unanimously last Wed evening to SUPPORT a race 
track under specific terms and conditions (only on Kalaeloa Parcel # 9) and 
hopefully with the understanding that it would be managed - by local racing 
legend, Mr. Bobby George SR (who successful managed the Campbell 
Industrial raceway park many years ago). - Acting Chair - NB # 34, Dec 4, 2018 



 
The City Council voted for a political rush job land transfer for with race track, 
drag strip, to evade and avoid the responsible parcel area Preservation Plan 
under National Park Service guidelines. The City will be heading for lawsuits and 
�š�Z�����D���Ç�}�Œ�[�•���K���š�}�����Œ���í�í�U���î�ì�í�ô���o���š�š���Œ���]�•�����‰�‰�Œ�}�‰�Œ�]���š���o�Ç�������µ�š�]�}�µ�•�����v�������‰�‰���Œ���v�š�o�Ç��
supports adequate deliberation and consultation before rushing to wildly 
inaccurate land development schemes and conclusions at the former MCAS Ewa. 
 
Remember Hearing About Climate Change? 
How ironic that the Hawaii State Legislature would want to support a scheme of 
encouraging the general public and UH college students to burn up high carbon 
explosive gasoline and high octane fuels in loud rubber burning competitive duels 
when all of the major national and international science is recommending 
immediate measures to reduce automotive carbon emissions, encouraging 
bicycling, public transit and non-polluting electric vehicles. 
 
�^�Z���•�}�o�µ�š�]�}�v���µ�Œ�P�]�v�P���š�Z�������]�š�Ç�������u�]�v�]�•�š�Œ���š�]�}�v���š�}�����•�š�����o�]�•�Z���P�}���o�•���(�}�Œ���í�ì�ì���‰���Œ�����v�š��
renewable energy and a carbon neutral economy to accelerate the City of 
�,�}�v�}�o�µ�o�µ�[�•�������}�‰�š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����î�ì�í�ô�����o�]�u���š�������Z���v�P���������š�]�}�v���•�µ�u�u�]�š���‰�}�o�]���]���•�X�_�� 
Reso 18-221 
 
The Hawaii State Legislature unanimously approved HCR-49 in 2009 
This resolution states clearly what should happen with the Ewa Field MCAS Ewa 
area. It says nothing about encouraging destructive dragstrips and raceways. 
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/shpd/files/2015/05/1-HCR-49-Passed-Unanamously-
2009.pdf 
 
City Land Conveyance Requires a Preservation Plan FIRST 
Currently the City of Honolulu is being conveyed Navy parcels 13059-B, C, etc. 
which contains a substantial area of former MCAS Ewa. The members of the City 
Council supporting the resolution to speed u�‰���š�Z�����o���v�����š�Œ���v�•�(���Œ�����}�v�[�š���•�����u���š�}��������
aware of this nor has any MCAS Ewa parcel area Preservation Plan been made 
known or presented to the community for consultation.  
 
Is the City Council advocating an irresponsible rushed development scheme 
without an appropriate Preservation Plan with Treatment Measures for best 



management practices because they want to be just clueless politicians? Does the 
Hawaii Legislature want the bad publicity of being just clueless politicians? 
 
Testimony in Misc Com 617 is loaded with major inaccuracies, lame uninformed 
race track drag strip justifications and basically clueless lack of knowledge about 
this National Register eligible area. For the City Council to approve this resolution 
shows they rushed to endorse and approve something they have absolutely no 
understanding of. Driven by lobbyist money for political campaigns? 
 
There will be likely lawsuits that will follow without a comprehensive historic and 
cultural Preservation and protection Plan of the area that is part of the land 
conveyance. The testimony by recognized Hawaiian cultural party Michael 
Kumukauoha Lee, who has won a major State lawsuit regarding protection of the 
iwi kupuna known to be buried in this and adjacent parcels, and has put everyone 
on notice about this means that any construction disturbance of iwi will not be 
�^�]�v�����À���Œ�š���v�š�_�����µ�š�������‰�Œ���À�]�}�µ�•�o�Ç���l�v�}�Á�v���(�����š���•�µ���i�����š���š�}���]�u�u�����]���š�����o���Á�•�µ�]�š�X Hawaiian 
Cultural Preservation Plan required. 
 
How does this Cobian �P�µ�Ç���Á�Z�}�[�•�����o���]�u���š�}���(���u�� is motorcycle stunt riding and 
being an asbestos removal contractor have any competence in any of this?  He 
�}���À�]�}�µ�•�o�Ç�����}���•�v�[�š�����v�������o�����Œ�o�Ç���Z���•���v�}���µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v���]�v�P���}�(���^�š���š�������v�����&�������Œ���o���o���Á�•�X 
 
Cobian states that the City is in a position to � âssume immediate care and 
maintenance of the subject properties�_ and that �^�š�Z�����•�µ���i�����š�����Œ�]�����o���v�����‰�Œ�}�‰���Œ�š�Ç��
located in an airport crash zone between an airport and a sewer plant is more 
optimal and suitable for Motorsports Recreational Park use.�_ 
 
Cobian can make up anything he and his followers want to blindly believe but 
�š�Z���Ç�����Œ�����E�K�d���&�����d�^�����v�����Z�]�•�����}�v�����‰�š���}�(���š�Z�������Œ�����[�•���Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�Ç���•�Z�}�Á�•���Z�}�Á��
uninformed he is. If they all want to be lemmings jumping off a cliff �t go ahead! 
 
No, �š�Z�]�•���‰���Œ�����o�����Œ�������]�•�v�[�š���^���Œ�]���_�����v�����]�•�v�[�š���^�}�‰�š�]�u���o�����v�����•�µ�]�š�����o���_���(�}�Œ�������u�}�š�}�Œ�•�‰�}�Œ�š�•��
park. Clearly the person or persons who drafted this very inaccurate and very 
uniformed resolution has never conferred with the local community and the 
hundreds of nearby adjacent home owners, community associations and Ka 
Makana mall businesses, some of whom have homes just 100 yards away from 
this proposed loud explosive race track drag strip scheme. �d�Z���Ç�����}�v�[�š���Á���v�š���]�š�X 



 
There is also a horse riding stable and Navy golf course close by. This area is well 
known for many native Hawaiian birds, native plants, iwi burials, subsurface 
bunkers and 1942 Battle of Midway aircraft revetment sites �t as is documented in 
the recent Ewa Field revetments nomination, funded by the National Park Service 
Battlefield Protection Program.  Approximately $180,000 has been awarded by 
the National Park Service Battlefield Protection program to document IN DETAIL 
all of the site features that the clearly blind and huckster leading are clueless of. 
 
�t�Z�]�o�����š�Z�����í�õ�ð�î���Œ���À���š�u���v�š�•���Á���Œ���v�[�š there on December 7, 1941, the subsequent 
Navy and Marine responses �t the Doolittle Raid on Tokyo, the Battle of Coral Sea 
and the major Battle of Midway have planes, pilots and documented histories 
that show that what the totally uninformed testimonies called 1945 areas  
are in fact 1942 areas of huge NPS National Register historic significance. 
 
Major international awareness is coming in 2019 of the June 1942 Battle of 
Midway, is now being made into a major $100 million motion picture, with $50 
million promotional budget? These planes and pilots are documented as coming 
from 1942 Ewa Field. 
 
Racetracks and Drag strips �t What are these selfish people thinking? 
 
The fact is research shows that racetracks and dragstrips are in general decline �t
many for sale or even abandoned. NASCAR is in decline. Sponsors are leaving 
racing because the national public has moved on to other recreational and 
entertainment interests.  
 
While racing overall is not dead it has hugely divergent interests with many race 
track and drag strip comment boards by longtime racer/dragsters saying the 
reasons are related to how the general public consumes their entertainment in 
the 21st century �t through high resolution game simulations or convenient indoor 
electric go carts tracks. The younger generation is largely moving away from car 
�Œ�����]�v�P���^�š�Z�Œ�]�o�o�•�_�����v�����š�}�������Á�]�������À���Œ�]���š�Ç���}�(���}�š�Z���Œ�����Æ���]�š�]�v�P�����v�����u�}�Œ�����‰���Œ�•�}�v���o�o�Ç��
fulfilling healthy fitness sports. Riding in explosive high octane cages that can go 
�}�µ�š���}�(�����}�v�š�Œ�}�o�����v�����l�]�o�o�����Œ�]�À���Œ�•�����v�����•�‰�����š���š�}�Œ�•���]�•�v�[�š�������Z�����o�š�Z�Ç���•�‰�}�Œ�š�X��It is basically a 
gladiator sport. 
 



There is a continual decline nationally in racing and drag strips because of the 
many numerous racing deaths and fiery collisions now require such extensive 
racer and viewing area protections, raising construction, liability and insurance 
costs.  
 
Of at least 523 racing deaths since 1990, 53 percent have been at short tracks that 
have huge liability issues which has climbed in the past three years to about 70 
percent. Short tracks are also where most U.S. racing takes place and where the 
racetrack drag strip schemers advocate for. Twenty-two percent of the deaths in 
the past 25 years were at drag strips.  
 
Drivers at short tracks generally spend money on tires and parts to make their 
cars go faster, rather than safety equipment that could keep them alive. It is 
ironic that race track drag strip promoter/lobbyist Li Cobian has been often seen 
with has arm or leg in a cast after crazy daredevil mishaps. The public that likes to 
�•�������š�Z���•�������Œ���•�Z���•���~���µ�š���}�(�����}�µ�Œ�•�������}�v�[�š�������u�]�š���]�š�•�����o�•�}���•�µ���i�����š�•���š�Z���u���š�}���Œ�µ�v���Á���Ç��
vehicles that kill bystanders. When that happens that also requires even more 
concrete barriers, fences, insurance and expensive safety devices.  
 
�d�Z���š���]�•�������š�µ���o�o�Ç���Á�Z���š���]�•�����o�•�}���^�l�]�o�o�]�v�P�_���š�Z�����Œ�����]�v�P���]�v���µ�•�š�Œ�Ç���t massive safety 
measures and costs. The era of this sport is coming to an END.  
 
Track fences and barriers regularly fail to protect fans. But at many short tracks, 
�š�Z�����o���•�•�}�v�•���}�(���‰�Œ���À�]�}�µ�•���š�Œ���P�����]���•�����}�v�[�š���•�]�v�l���]�v���µ�v�š�]�o���}�v�����}�(���š�Z���]�Œ���}�Á�v���•�‰�����š���š�}�Œ�•��
dies. Many short-track owners have barriers and fences that have little chance 
against an out-of-control car or motorcycle. Providing adequate fences, sand pits, 
safety protection zones, fire trucks, EMS, concessions stands, crew pits, high 
octane fuel mitigation, fire hazards, on top of the concrete walls that separate the 
cars on the track from the fans is a costly race track drag strip expense. 
 
What Hawaii Legislature members voting for this reso apparently want: 
Get the apparently self-indulgent, bored, (with too much money on their hands) 
car drifters and loud noise, rubber burning explosive fuel race enthusiasts, away 
from their nice quiet Honolulu districts and into the surrounding nearby closely 
packed home developments �}�(�����Á�����s�]�o�o���P���•�U�����,�,�>���<���µ�‰���[��, (Greystar) Orion 
Village, Haseko-Hoakalei,Ewa by Gentry, that have all come up and have 



expanded close to this race track drag strip area. Just like all past development 
schemes �t Just ship all the noise to Ewa and have them deal with it. 
 
City Parcel on a porous ancient coral reef heavily used by ancient Hawaiians 
The 'Ewa Plain is an expansive limestone shelf that begins three to five miles (five 
to eight kilometers) south of the Waianae Mountain range to the southern coast, 
extending from the western coast at Ko'Olina to Pearl Harbor. Based on terrain 
and availability of water, the 'Ewa Plain can be separated into three main 
geographical regions that are described as: "lowland limestone exposure, the 
upland alluvial terrain, and a locale of floodplain and alluvial fans" by Tuggle and 
Tomonori-Tuggle (1997:9) They were Navy contracted archeology and cultural 
landscape experts. 
 
� T̂he sinkholes of 'Ewa Plain are typically bell-shaped in cross-section with 
openings commonly three feet (one meter) in diameter with base diameters 
increasing to six to 10 feet (two to three �u���š���Œ�•�•�^��MacDonald and Abbott 1970; 
Stearns 1946, 1978; Stearns and Vaksvik 1935; Zeigler 2002:96-97.  
 
� T̂hese sinkholes became important resources for avian populations prior to 
human settlement in Hawai'i, and later, significant resource locales for early 
Hawaiian populations on the 'Ewa Plain�_��Barrera 1975; Davis 1995; Lewis 1970; 
Miller 1993; Sinoto 1976, 1978a, 1978b, 1979.  
 
� Ŝinkholes containing archaeological and/or paleontological remains 
encapsulated under alluvial soils or construction fills can be encountered 
anywhere within the 'Ewa Plain. The chief concern in regard to project-related 
ground disturbing activities is the potential for encountering subsurface sinkholes, 
which are prevalent in the bedrock of the entire (Ewa plain) region. These natural 
geological features may contain deposits of archaeological, paleofaunal, and/or 
human skeletal remains. In addition, significant cultural deposits related to 
military activity, such as underground bunkers, exceeding 50 years of age were 
also of concern.�_ - Final Archaeological Monitoring Report, Kalaeloa Ke Kona 
Pono Program Facility, Yorktown Road, (former NAS Barbers Point) Honouliuli 
Ahupua'a, 'Ewa,O'ahu March 2009, Pacific Legacy, Inc. 
 
Huge volumes of underground water flow under MCAS Ewa land parcels. 



An estimated 2.5 million gallons of groundwater flows into the Haseko Lagoon, 
which is replaced by more groundwater, according to the Haseko Environmental 
Impact Statement published Oct. 23, 2013 and 2014 by OEQC. The lagoon was 
also found to be loaded with Chara zeylanica, a freshwater plant clearly indicating 
the water comes from a mauka �(�Œ���•�Z�Á���š���Œ���^�•�‰�Œ�]�v�P�U�_���µ�v�����Œ�P�Œ�}�µ�v����stream origin. 
http://www.staradvertiser.com/2018/05/20/business/state-bans-swimming-at-
haseko-lagoon/?HSA=677ff4d07e693d1a3b73900ca9d8f8d6ab4a9bd4 
 
Save Ewa Field - Kanehili Cultural Hui has made many walking explorations to this 
entire parcel areas and based on many local oral histories, Archeological Impact 
Statements, Environmental Assessments and Environmental Impact Statements 
available in the State OEQC library, the City park parcels are packed with rich 
highly significant Hawaiian cultural, historic and natural ecosystem, geological, 
and paleo environmental features in what some clueless people think is its 
relatively desolate empty appearance.  
 
Within the ancient coral limestone bedrock and under the quickly constructed 
wartime airfields and ramp, with thin asphalt tarmac, are hidden sinkholes which 
contain significant archaeological deposits, including human burials. Further, the 
great possibility for buried historic military remains a real concern within the City 
and Ewa Battlefield parcel areas. There has to be a Preservation Plan! 
 
Karst Caves and Sinkholes 
During WW-II MCAS Ewa a Navy SeaBees D-8 bulldozer fell into a large karst cave, 
�Á�Z�]���Z���š�Z���Œ�����]�•�������‰�Z�}�š�}���}�(�X���/�v���š�Z���������Œ�o�Ç���î�ì�ì�ì�[�•��������-9 bulldozer fell into a large karst 
cave while doing lead pellet clean-up of the MCAS Ewa Northern skeet range.  
 
Ewa Kanehili area Photographs by Joe Singer, Jan Becket 
http://janbecket.net/wordpress/?p=1639 
Jan Becket knows the area extremely well and photographed many of the Ewa 
Hawaiian cultural sites. He says a very important large Hawaiian complex site was 
partially destroyed on the DHHL leased racetrack site to make additional parking 
space. Becket also said that the Navy had some sinkholes in the area examined 
and found iwi in every one of them, but all this gets suppressed and not published 
because of NAGPRA.  
 
Jan Becket - Out to Dry at Ewa Marina - ancient sites are being bulldozed 



https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/handle/10524/55824 
Photos Here 
Some of these sites are gone, along with hundreds of others, bulldozed by Haseko 
���}�Œ�‰�}�Œ���š�]�}�v���]�v���š�Z���������À���o�}�‰�u���v�š���}�(���š�Z����	R���Á�����D���Œ�]�v���X 
http://www.janbecket.net/piwigo/index.php?/category/26 
 
There are KNOWN burials here, making a Preservation Plan a REQUIREMENT 
1944 Ramp history Proposed for Drag Strip Race Track 
This 1944 ramp has very significant National Register history supporting the last 
two years of the Pacific war with a variety of cargo and transport aircraft and B-24 
and B-25 bomber squadrons. Not enough space here to provide all of the wartime 
history. Hollywood movie star Tyrone Power became a Marine pilot and flew out 
of MCAS Ewa assigned to VMR-353, flying missions carrying C-46 cargo in and 
wounded Marines out during the Battles of Iwo Jima (Feb-Mar 1945) and Okinawa 
(Apr-Jun 1945).  VMR-353 planes were parked on the 1944 ramp. 
 
MCAS Ewa was also a key MATS (Military Air Transport Service) squadron airbase 
and in an emergency 1949 assignment R5D-2 (C54) Skymasters and pilots, highly 
trained in long distance ocean flights flew from MCAS Ewa to participate the 
historic Berlin Airlift missions to defeat the Soviet blockade of Berlin and save the 
citizens from starving. At the end of this successful historic mission the MCAS Ewa 
air wing shut down in 1949 and the base officially closed in 1952. 
 
The MCAS Ewa Field area has many underground caves, Hawaiian burial sites, 
native plants, birds, Pueo, and other existing WW-II bunkers, likely still even 
undiscovered UXO (unexploded ordinance.) Numerous native Hawaiian burial 
sites already documented are located directly NEXT TO the proposed drag strip 
race track scheme. There is an FAA fenced in circle around the HNL landing 
beacon that guides planes into the main airport that blocks using a parts of the 
1941-42 runways and taxiways. 
 

Dragstrip resolution is clueless political posturing, TRACK WILL NOT HAPPEN 

There would be a huge amount of environmental rules, regulations, insurance, 
community opposition, etc. to overcome and require City to settle many lawsuits. 
 
There is not even enough usable length for an operational drag strip based upon 
standard designs used everywhere else. A survey of nationwide standards confirm 



this. The area would have to be repaved and large areas cleared for support 
equipment, fire, EMS, public parking, pit areas, sand pits, etc. Go take a look at 
national dragstrips and also find that many are for sale or shutting down because 
the time of large scale support for dragstrips and raceways are declining. 
 
The 1942 runway is in a deteriorated condition suitable for walking, biking, light 
recreation, flying RC planes and kites, but not dragsters and drifters. Past 
evidence of illegal race car drifters shows massive amounts of spewed oil, gas, 
metal radial and rubber fragments, some of which get imbedded in the asphalt 
causing injury to children and dogs feet. It would be a MAJOR FIRE HAZARD. 
 
Any dragstrip creates huge environmental issues,- explosive fuel, loud noise, fire 
hazards. There are many new homes and developments nearby today that 
weren't there 10 years ago. The noise travels for miles and homeowners and 
families don't want the fire and explosive gasoline hazards nearby their children 
and pets. 
 
Hawaii Raceway Park �t What Does THAT Tell You About Race Tracks? 
 
Hawaii Raceway Park once existed because it was far away from most homes 20 
years ago. Why was this great racetrack sold off for commercial use? Why is it 
that DHHL keeps turning down use of parcel 9 for a dragstrip raceway? It is 
because time has passed for racing and drag strip activities at Ewa Field which is 
in an increasingly packed suburban environment? 
 
ARE WE AGAINST CAR RACING? NO 
 
Racing activity might work someplace up in the middle part of Oahu where there 
are areas far away from most homes. The opportunity for a race track drag strip 
at MCAS Ewa Field has long past! Car Race enthusiasts are WASTING THEIR TIME 
pushing MCAS Ewa Field! Their huckster leader(s) are just leading their supporters 
into a QUAGMIRE of lawsuits and expensive environmental, cultural, architectural 
studies, etc required BY LAW. 
 
More supporting documents, photos are linked here if legislators actually want to 
make informed decisions and not uniformed, misinformed, badly informed 
dragstrip raceway resolution posturing. 



 
SCR-108 misrepresentation: 
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2019/bills/SCR108_.HTM 
 
WHEREAS, the application to the National Park Service acknowledged that car racing 
is an acknowledged recreational activity and the abandoned military infrastructure at 
Kalaeloa is appropriate for car racing (NOT TRUE); and 
(NPS Deed of Transfer States Otherwise, - An o utright lie and misrepresentation.)  
 
WHEREAS, on May 31, 2011, the Department of Parks and Recreation for the City and 
County of Honolulu acknowledged that it is not economically feasible to repurpose the 
Kalaeloa land for a conventional ball and field or court sports training facility as 
proposed in the June 1, 1999 application and deleted it as a proposed use (NO ONE 
KNOWS WHERE THIS CAME FROM- HOW DOES THIS JUSTIFY A RACE 
TRACK? ); and 
 
WHEREAS, no alternative site for a racetrack or raceway park has been identified on 
Oahu since the closure of Hawaii Raceway Park in 2006 (NOT TRUE); now, therefore, 
(Land was purchased by Governor Cayetano for a racetrack and NOTHING ever 
happened! Because of lack of use this large State parcel is being transferred to 
DOA. Too late racers - the best possible racetrack site sat empty for decades! ) 
 
Aloha, 

 

John Bond, President Kanehili Hui �± Save Ewa Field  P.O. Box 75578   Kapolei, Hi. 
96707    Ewabond@gmail.com 
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